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Section 6.—Weighis and Measures, Electricity and Gas
Inspection,?

Weights and Measures,—The object of weights and measures administra-
tion is to provide and maintain uniform standard units for the conduct of
industry and commerce, Weights and measures, indeed, are complementary to
the currency. Short weight, whether arising from fraud or accident, is identical
in effect with short ehange.

Prior to Confederation, the administraiion of weights and measures was in
the hands of each Provincial Government, but passed to the Dominion Govern-
ment in 1887, under section 91 of the British North America Act. Steps were
then taken to simplify the standards in use and to establish uniformity through-
out the Dominion,

What might be termed the principal Weights and Measures Act of Canada
was passed in the session of 1872-73; iis provisions closely followed English
weights and measures law, but the system of weights and measures t¢ be legally
used in frade was greatly simplified. This Act established as the primary legal
standards for Canada the imperial pound, gallon and yard, but in place of the
system of stones, quarters, hundredweights (112 1b.) and the long ton (2,240 1b.),
it provided a decimal series of weights, 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 20, 30, 50, 100 1b., and the
ghort ton of 2,000 Ib. The only exceptions to this were the continued use of the
old French land measure, the arpent, in Quebec, and the use of the long ton
(2,240 1b.) in the coal-mining industry, but not for the retail sale of coal. The
troy ounce of 480 prains and its decimal submultiples are the legal weights
for the weighing of gold and precious metals. The metric system is legal for all
transactions.

Many changes, deletions and additions have heen made to the Act of 1873
by later legislation, but its principles remain unchanged. The latest legislation
is the Weights and Measures Act (c. 212, R.8.C,, 1927).

The Weights and Measures Service was first adminisiered by the Department
of Injand Revenue, and offices were opened in all the principal centres of Canada
and equipped with standards and inspectior equipment. In 1918 the Service was
transferred and attached to the Department of Trade and Commerce., For pur-
poses of administration, the Dominion is divided into 18 districts, each in charge
of a distriet inspector and suitable staff stationed in the larger cities throughout
the conntry, The chief rules of administration are as follows:—

(a) Every new type of weighing and mesasuring device must be sub-
mitted to the Department at Ottawa for approval before being placed on
the market.

(b} Every new machine must be inspected and stamped by an inspector
before being sold or taken into use.

(¢} Imported machines are held by the customs until release is approved
by the nearest inspector.

(d) All inspections take place on the traders’ premises, except where
devices are brought to the inspection offices,

{e) Fees are charged for inspection and stamping, the schedule being
defined by Order in Council, and all moneys so collected are paid into the
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada.

1 The material on Weighta and Measures has been revimed by E, O, Way, Director of Weights
snd Measnes, Department of Trade and Commnerce and that on Electricity and Gus Inspection
by F. L. Btiver, Director, Flectrical and Gas Btandards Laborstories, Department of Trade and
Commieroe,
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